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28th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 10/11/20 

In the first reading the prophet Isaiah announced, “On this 

mountain the Lord of hosts will provide for all people. On 

this mountain he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples…” 

You know, for centuries before Mass began the priest would 

begin with prayers at the foot of the altar, like at the base of a 

mountain, eventually coming to the part: Send forth Your 

light and Your truth: they have led me and brought me unto 

Your holy mountain… 

And shortly thereafter the priest would ascend the steps to 

the altar, like climbing the holy mountain of old to offer 

sacrifice – in this case the new and eternal sacrifice – the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass. 

And it’s here at Mass that we are invited to the banquet of the 

King of heaven, the second person of the most Holy Trinity, 

Jesus Christ, where he provides the richest food and the 

choicest wine – His Body and His Blood. 

We believe something we can’t see…veiled as it were. We 

believe that the Son of the living God came to us veiled in our 

humanity and continues to remain with us under the veil of 

bread and wine. 
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God desires to be so close to His people that He hid himself, 

first in our humanity and now in the appearance of bread and 

wine so that we won’t fear to approach Him. 

You see if He came to us in the fullness of his divinity we 

would all flee in fear and trembling. 

So he veils His divinity from us. He really can’t get any closer 

to us in this life than by giving Himself totally to us as 

spiritual food.  

On this mountain the Lord of hosts provides for all peoples a 

feast of fine food and choice wine. Could the Lord of Hosts 

provide anything more for us? 

Yet not everyone accepts this teaching of Jesus and therefore, 

not everyone comes to the banquet even though they are all 

invited. 

This is precisely what we heard in the gospel today and it is 

precisely what we hear at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  

Listen to what is said at the consecration of the wine at Mass. 

“This is the chalice of my Blood, the Blood of the new and 

eternal covenant, which will be poured out for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.” 

Jesus shed his blood on the cross and died for everyone. 

There is no theological dispute about this. But not everyone 
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chooses to come to the banquet of his Body and Blood – the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Therefore, not everyone receives 

the Blood of Christ in their own bodies so we properly 

translate the Latin phrase, pro vobis et pro multis, as “for you 

and for many” – not for all. 

You and I are here at Mass. Therefore, whether we are 

currently in the state of grace or not we are still among the 

many. If we are in the state of grace then we can worthily 

receive Jesus in our own bodies. Either way, no matter how 

perfect or imperfect we may be, we are still among the many 

who have responded to his call to come to the banquet. 

One day, provided we have tried to remain faithful to what 

we have been given, we will no longer have to believe in God 

by an act of faith, as if peering through a veil but we will 

actually see Him face-to-face in the eternal banquet of heaven. 

So today, as we approach the altar, the holy mountain, we 

should ask the Lord to send forth more of His light and His 

truth which has led us here to the Mass so that in the end we 

will not be found ill-dressed, that is to say ill-prepared, for the 

heavenly banquet. 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts has provided for all 

people. And on this mountain he will finally destroy the veil 

that veils all peoples. 


