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Easter Sunday – 04/12/2020 

At the very tail end of last year, December 31st to be exact, we 

lost, at the time, our oldest living parishioner, Ella Clare, at 

102 years old – just a few months shy of her 103rd birthday. 

Let’s think about that for a minute. She was born on April 14th 

1917. Now I’d be willing to bet that her very devout Catholic 

parents knew someone, a fellow Catholic, who was close to 

Ella’s age – 102 – when Ella was born. 

That would put that person’s birth back to around 1817 – 100 

years earlier. Again, another devout Catholic family who 

most likely knew someone quite old which would take us 

back another 100 years to 1717. 

And I could keep doing this all the way back to Jesus and his 

apostles. 

My point is this; 2000 years since Jesus Christ suffered and 

died, was buried and rose again seems like a long time. But 

when you consider it in terms of people it doesn’t seem so 

very distant at all. 

In other words, if you keep going back we would probably 

discover that we are only about 20 to 25 people removed from 

Saint Mary of Magdala, Saint Peter and Saint John who knew 
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and loved Jesus Christ himself. That’s not very many people 

at all. 

“On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala, came to the 

tomb early in the morning…and saw the stone removed from 

the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to the other 

disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them…” 

Jesus Christ had risen from the dead and he would later 

appear to them so that they would know with certainty that 

he had risen so that they could confidently spread this good 

news far and wide. 

This message would eventually make its way to Ella Clare – 

to you and me – from people we know and love. 

Saint Peter and most of the other disciples of Jesus spread this 

good news as we heard in the second reading today. They 

ultimately witnessed to Jesus with their very lives and we are 

not that many people removed from these events. 

This is now our time to be witnesses to the faith – like Ella it 

may not mean red martyrdom but it does require sacrifice. 

Jesus Christ is truly risen! Let us go forth now and be faithful 

witnesses ourselves to the Truth of the risen Lord. 


