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The Fourth Sunday of Advent – 12/20/2020 

When King David decided to build a house for the Lord to dwell 

in we heard that the Lord had other ideas. The Lord revealed to 

King David through the prophet Nathan that it wasn’t the king 

who would build him a house but that the Lord himself was 

going to build one. 

And the plan that the Lord had in store for the House of David 

was infinitely superior to the fleeting house of cedar that the king 

had in mind. 

In the fullness of time the Lord brought forth from a descendent 

of the House of David, the King of kings and the Lord of lords – 

the Messiah – Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. 

When we put our trust in God He will surely accomplish so much 

more than anyone could ever dream of. 

As we know the descendent He chose – the home he built – was 

the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Mary is the perfect temple of the Lord and because of her fiat, her 

yes to the Lord, her trust in Him, every generation has been 

blessed in her Son. 

The eternal God chose to make Mary his dwelling place. This is 

how He chose to come to us the first time – through the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 
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So if this is the way that God deemed most perfect for Jesus to 

come to us in the first place then it stands to reason that Mary is 

the perfect and most direct way for us to go to Jesus now. 

Jesus’ earthly life began with Mary in a stable and ended with 

Mary at the cross. 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother…and the 

disciple whom he loved. When Jesus saw His mother and the 

disciple there whom He loved, He said to his mother, “Woman, 

behold, your son.” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your 

mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his 

home. 

The Church has consistently taught that St. John stood at the 

foot of the cross on behalf of every single Christian. 

By our baptisms we all share a common spiritual Mother with 

Jesus in the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Notice again the words Jesus chose when he addressed St. John. 

He said to the disciple…whom he loved. 

He didn’t say, to John…whom He loved…no, He said to the 

disciple…whom He loved. 

We are all beloved disciples of Jesus and as His disciples we are 

called by His command to take Mary into our hearts in 

imitation of St. John. 
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We are brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ and provided we 

remain in the state of Grace we are temples of the Most Holy 

Trinity. 

If we are going to build a worthy temple for the Lord in our 

own hearts then it will serve us especially well to follow the 

path marked out by God for all eternity.  

Mary is the safest and surest way to Jesus – the safest and 

surest way to a Merry Christmas – the safest and surest way to 

eternal life. 

Today, in a way similar to Mary, provided we are in a state of 

grace, we will gloriously receive Jesus into our bodies at Holy 

Communion. 

Jesus gives Himself to us completely in the Blessed Sacrament. 

He doesn’t give us just a piece of Himself…He gives us all of 

Himself. 

When we stand before Him at Holy Communion Jesus sees us 

as the only one in existence. So like Mary, at the Annunciation, 

we must give ourselves completely to him. 

Today before Holy Communion let’s take a few moments to 

reflect on Mary’s total gift of herself to God and make an act of 

trust in God so that our bodies – our temples – may be more 

worthy dwelling places for the savior. 


