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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 09/27/20 

In the gospel we heard the story of a father and his two sons. 

He asked his sons to go out and work in the vineyard. The 

first son said no but changed his mind and went out anyway. 

The second son quickly agreed but then neglected to go. 

It was immediately obvious to the chief priests and the elders 

which of the two sons did the father’s will. But it wasn’t so 

obvious that Jesus was actually accusing them of being like 

the second son – saying a yes but living a no. 

The tax collectors and prostitutes, on the other hand, had 

heard John the Baptist’s message of repentance and although 

they had initially said no to the Lord they regretted their 

mistakes and one by one began to change their ways. 

So Jesus said to the chief priests and elders, “Amen I say to 

you, tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the kingdom of 

God before you.” 

This was unthinkable to many of them – that a tax collector or 

a prostitute could even enter the kingdom of God at all let 

alone before them. Not so for Saint Paul. He was an elder – a 

Pharisee – who was persecuting the early Church. But his no 

turned into a resounding yes. It’s easy to see the two sons 

operating in his life. 
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In truth the two sons represent all of humanity so Saint Paul 

rightly advises us to do nothing out of selfishness or 

vainglory; rather, we should humbly regard others as more 

important than ourselves. 

So what about us? Is the attitude of the two sons 

intermittently at work in our lives? Probably! That’s why we 

need to look deep inside. 

It takes a lot of humility to examine one’s life because we 

might discover that there are too many places where we are 

living a lot more like the second son saying yes but ultimately 

living a no. 

However, if the two sons do represent humanity then we can 

always imitate the faithful daughter who, although not 

mentioned in the story, always said yes and always followed 

through. Of course we know that daughter’s name is Mary. 

Mary never did anything out of selfishness or vainglory; 

rather, she humbly went through life giving the Father her 

perfect yes. 

Are we more like the first or the second son? Either way, it 

will serve all of us well to strive to be more like the daughter 

Mary who, in union with her Son Jesus, always said yes to the 

Father and always followed through with perfection. 


