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Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 09/20/20 

I don’t know about everyone else but every time I hear that 

gospel my good old American sense of justice takes a big hit. I 

want to scream, no that’s communism…it doesn’t work. 

However, Jesus wasn’t talking about some novel approach to 

economics. 

If he was then he would have been a horrible economist. Most 

day laborers would have learned rather quickly not to show up 

until late in the day…and then nothing would have gotten done. 

Eventually there wouldn’t have been any work for anyone. 

So in that sense our initial uneasiness with this gospel makes 

sense. Not only are many people infuriated with the landowner 

but we are also disgusted with the scoundrels who worked only a 

short time in the cool of the day and got the same wage as the rest 

and then as if to add insult to injury they got paid first. 

I’d be willing to bet that the vast majority of us if we had worked 

all day long and was hungry, thirsty and tired and just wanted to 

get paid and go home to family our initial excitement of expecting 

more money would have quickly turned to anger when we got 

paid the same as everyone else. 

Adapting the words of the Prophet Isaiah in the first reading, 

perhaps we’d be thinking, let those scoundrels forsake their ways 

starting with that rotten landowner. 
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So what is Jesus trying to say to us? 

Is he suggesting that everyone will receive the same reward in the 

Kingdom of heaven no matter how they lived – that we will enjoy 

the same glory as our Lady or Saint Joseph? If so then that would 

be inconsistent with Jesus’ own teaching as well as the perennial 

teaching of his Church. So that can’t be it. So what is it then? 

As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are God’s 

ways above our ways and his thoughts above our thoughts. 

Maybe our Lord is just trying to show us how worldly and self-

centered we are. 

Perhaps our initial uneasiness with this gospel isn’t because it 

violates our sense of justice but it’s because we struggle to look 

beyond a material interpretation of it. 

And maybe some of us, as devout Catholics, tend to see ourselves 

as those who have worked the entire day or at least longer and 

harder than others and the idea of someone else being treated the 

same is repulsive. 

But you know, considering the brevity of life and what our Lord 

is offering us, we are all essentially among those who have 

arrived late in the day and done very little work. 

We are all called to work as hard as possible for our salvation – 

ideally every waking hour until we breathe our last. There is 
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really no point in which anyone of us can say that we’ve done 

enough…it’s time to collect our wage. 

Consider for a moment the reward – the wage if you will – of a 

Christian life well lived – eternal life in the presence of God. 

Also consider that there is nothing we can do on our own to earn 

what God has promised us in His Son Jesus Christ. 

Yet like St. Paul in the second reading, if we conduct ourselves in 

a way worthy of the gospel of Christ, then He will be magnified 

in our bodies, whether in life or death. And we can only live 

worthy of the gospel by His grace. 

So whether we have lived a virtuous life, docile to all the 

teachings of the Catholic Church our whole lives or seemingly 

have come to the Truth late in the day it shouldn’t concern us.  

We should just be thankful that we and others have responded to 

the his grace to work in the vineyard in union with Jesus Christ 

regardless of the hour. 

To worry about anything else would betray our real motive – that 

we are still too worldly, that it is still too much about ourselves 

and our own glory and too little about the glory of God. 

No matter what, I can assure you that the God who freely created 

us out of love, who justly condemned us when we had sinned 

and sent his Son to redeem us will never disappoint us. 


