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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 07/26/20 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine 

pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells 

all that he has and buys it.” 

Our Catholic Faith holds the promise of the pearl of great 

price. Therefore, until we take hold of the kingdom of heaven 

our Faith is essentially that pearl. 

So we must do everything in our power to keep it safe 

because we never know when and how it will be tested. 

Speaking of being tested, on February 15, 2015, Islamic 

militants in Libya claiming loyalty to ISIS beheaded 21 

Egyptians who had been living in Libya as guest workers. The 

first 20 were Coptic Christians, who were butchered because 

they would not renounce their Faith. The last victim was not a 

Christian – until, inspired by the bravery of his comrades, he 

embraced the Faith and died a martyr also. 

All 21 are commemorated as martyr-saints on the 8th Amshir 

of the Coptic calendar, which is February 15th of on our 

calendar.  

We never know when or how our Faith will be tested but if 

we survive the test we too can attain the pearl of great price 

just like these 21 martyrs for Christ. 
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In the world we are living in today, even right here in the 

United States of America, Catholic statues of Jesus, our Lady 

and the Saints are being torn down, torched and desecrated, 

churches are being vandalized and burned and traditional 

Christian morality is touted as hate-speech. 

Today it’s our beliefs and the symbols of our Faith that are 

under attack but tomorrow it might very well be the faithful 

themselves. 

So how do we combat this in spite of the natural fears and 

anxieties that it brings? 

As we heard in the first reading from the Book of Kings, 

Solomon still has something very important to say to us. 

“The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night. God 

said, ‘Ask something of me and I will give it to you.’ Solomon 

answered: Give your servant an understanding heart…to 

distinguish right from wrong. The Lord was pleased that 

Solomon made this request.” 

Solomon didn’t ask for anything selfish.  

He didn’t ask for a long life, riches or the life of his enemies 

but for understanding so that he might know what is right. 

Therefore, the Lord said to him, “I do as you requested. I give 

you a heart so wise and understanding that there has never 
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been anyone like you up to now, and after you there will 

come no one to equal you.” 

So first of all we need to pray unselfishly like Solomon. 

One simple method is to pray three Hail Mary’s every 

morning when we wake to be preserved from mortal sin that 

day. 

Then we need to cultivate a sense of gratitude. And we can do 

this by simply praying three more Hail Mary’s before bed in 

thanksgiving. That’s about two minutes a day. Who can’t do 

that? 

And finally we need to demonstrate that gratitude by getting 

to confession, coming to Mass and worshipping God in the 

manner he has left us. 

Otherwise we risk being ill-prepared should a test come and 

we may not be able to respond to the grace that God will 

necessarily give us in that moment. 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine 

pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells 

all that he has and buys it.” 

Let’s follow the example of the merchant and cling to the only 

thing necessary – the pearl of great price – our Faith – and get 

rid of anything and everything else that stands in the way. 


