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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 07/25/21 

In the gospel today, Jesus said to Philip, “Where can we 

buy enough food for them to eat? He said this to test him, 

because he himself knew what he was going to do.” 

“Philip answered him, Two hundred days’ wages worth 

of food would not be enough for each of them to have a 

little.” 

And then Andrew brought him a boy who had five barley 

loaves and two fish. 

The disciples of Jesus were looking at a sea of people. It 

must have seemed ridiculous to have brought this boy to 

Jesus. 

But again, Jesus was testing them, because he knew what 

he was going to do. 

I’ll tell you what Jesus didn’t do. He didn’t create an 

environment of sharing that has been suggested by some 

in the past, where everyone pulled out what they had and 

began to share it with others.  



2 
 

If that’s all he did it would have never made it into the 

bible. It would have slipped into history unnoticed like so 

many other good deeds. 

It was a miracle – a miraculous multiplication of those five 

loaves of bread and two fish which fed well over five 

thousand people. 

Let’s be honest right …if this had just been a matter of 

sharing, if all of Jesus’ miracles could be reduced to 

something natural would any of us be attracted to him? 

Would any of us really be here right now? 

We all know the importance of sharing but this wouldn’t 

have captured the attention and imagination of so many 

people over the centuries had that been all it was about. 

However, that being said, Jesus does want to share 

himself with us because we have hunger that only he can 

fill. 

We may try to fill that infinite longing inside of us with 

created things but those created things will only leave us 

empty and longing for more. 
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Someone once asked David Rockefeller how much more 

money he needed and his answer was just a little more. 

It will never be enough because we are not made for 

created things. However, in order for Jesus to share 

himself with us we need to bring him the little that we 

have and be willing to part with it. 

The more we let go of the more he can act. 

Kind of like the young boy who had the five loaves and 

two fish. He was willing to let go of all of it so that Jesus 

could do so much more than the young boy or the 

disciples could have ever imagined. 

Jesus knew then what he was going to do. He knows now 

what he wants to do. He’s just waiting for us to let go. 

All the things we possess will never bring us the 

happiness that they promise. Only God can do that. 

We don’t have to get rid of everything we own but we 

certainly can’t let those things own us. 

Today let’s offer everything we have to Jesus so that he 

can do so much more than we could ever imagine. 


