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Thirty-third Week in Ordinary Time – 11-15-2015 – Sunday 

In our first reading from the Book of the Prophet Daniel we 

heard that a time of unprecedented turmoil is coming upon 

the earth and her inhabitants – “It shall be a time unsurpassed 

in distress since nations began until that time.” 

And then in the gospel Jesus reiterated this warning when he 

said to his disciples, “In those days after the tribulation the 

sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 

and the stars will be falling from the sky, and the powers in 

the heavens will be shaken.” 

However, the Prophet Daniel and especially our Lord Jesus 

Christ never leave us without hope. Daniel goes on to say 

that, at that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince 

and guardian of your people. Everyone who is found written 

in the book shall escape. 

And Jesus said, after all these things occur those whose names 

are written in the book, “will see the Son of Man coming in 

the clouds with great power and glory, and then he will send 

out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the end of the earth to the end of the sky.” 

Jesus is certainly alluding to His second coming here but that 

doesn’t mean he is only referring to the end times. 
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At our baptisms our names were written in the book that both 

Daniel and Jesus referred to. We just need to be aware and 

prepared for whatever may come. 

According to Jesus everything that he described will be 

experienced by everyone in every generation. Some will 

escape and live forever, while others shall become an 

everlasting horror and disgrace. 

In other words, each one of us will face up to these realities in 

our lifetime. As Catholics we have received and can continue 

to receive all the graces necessary from our baptism and 

confirmation, from every confession and worthy reception of 

Holy Communion to escape any tribulation that may come 

our way so that we can live forever. 

But do we have the wisdom to read the super-natural signs of 

the times under the guiding light of our Catholic faith so that 

we won’t fall prey to the culture of despair, destruction and 

ultimately death? 

The ways of the world, the flesh and the devil are alluring 

and deceptive. Adherents use false Christian love and 

compassion to justify their lies and to accuse us of hypocrisy 

with the ultimate goal of drawing us into their deception. 
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If we stand in charity against their anti-life agenda of artificial 

contraception, abortion and euthanasia and stand up for 

traditional family and marriage, if we fight against the lies of 

gender ideology then we will not be popular among this 

group, to say the least, and we will likely find ourselves the 

objects of their hatred and perhaps even the targets of their 

violence. 

Where we stand with the Church on these crucial moral 

issues is a very good indicator of where we will stand on the 

day of judgement. 

None of us knows the day or the hour that the Lord has 

designated as our time for his second coming when we will 

have to stand before him to give an account of our lives.  

I just hope that when that day does come none of us will have 

decided to somehow go it alone and think that we are going 

to be able to stand before Jesus apart from the timeless 

teachings of His Holy Catholic Church. 

Our names were written into the book of life at our baptisms 

but it is only the wisdom of our choices in union with Jesus 

Christ and His Church that will guarantee that our names 

remain there. 


