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Fourth Sunday of Advent – Homily – 12/19/21 

“Thus says the Lord: You, Bethlehem too small to be 

among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth…one 

who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, 

from ancient times.” 

The Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, whose origin 

is from eternity, came to us in human flesh over two 

thousand years ago as a helpless little baby boy. 

The infinite God, whom the heavens could not contain, 

found a home in the tiny virginal womb of Mary. 

The Lord very often chooses the seemingly smallest and 

the least among us to accomplish his will in order to make 

him better known in the world. 

To some people Mary was just another insignificant 

woman who walked the face of the earth two thousand 

years ago. Billions had come before her and billions would 

follow after. For them the worldwide memory of Mary is 

just an accident of history. 

But for those of us who have been fortunate enough to 

really know her we realize she is the second most 
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important person to have ever lived – second of course 

only to her Son – and the magnitude of her contribution to 

the salvation of the world will endure forever. 

From her came forth the savior of the world – the “Ancient 

of Days.” 

Even in the gospel today we see how God, hidden within 

the womb of the Virgin Mary, transmitted grace into the 

world through her. 

At Mary’s simple greeting, Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit and John was sanctified in his mother’s womb 

so that 30 years later he could accomplish the will of God 

in order to make the Lord better known to a people 

longing for the messiah. 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, certainly has 

the most unique and vast role in our Lord’s salvific plan. 

But the immense dignity bestowed upon her doesn’t end 

with her. It speaks of our own dignity as well. In Mary we 

also see some of what the Lord wants to do in and through 

us. 
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The Lord wants us to accomplish his will in order to make 

him better known in the world in our time just as Mary 

did in her time. 

And as John the Baptist was sanctified in the womb of his 

mother Elizabeth at the greeting of Mary so she also wants 

to mediate grace in us to stir us to ever greater generosity 

toward God to prepare us for our mission. 

No matter how small or insignificant we may feel God has 

major plans for our lives in order to prepare the world for 

his second coming. 

Certainly our actions will never compare to that of our 

Lady or probably not even to that of John the Baptist but 

we do have a vital role to play. 

So today, especially at Holy Communion when we receive 

and carry the hidden Jesus concealed in our bodies, let’s 

repeat the words of her Son, “Behold, I come to do your 

will” so that like Mary we too will more perfectly 

accomplish the will of God and make Jesus Christ, our 

God, better known to everyone we meet. 

 


