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Third Sunday of Easter – Homily – 04/19/2020 

In the gospel today two of Jesus’ disciples were on the road to 

Emmaus. They were heading in the wrong direction – away 

from the very place where angels had just announced that 

Jesus was alive. 

But they didn’t believe it. In fact they said to Jesus himself, 

although they had yet to recognize him, that they were 

hoping that this Jesus was going be the one to redeem Israel 

but they didn’t believe it anymore – they were hoping but not 

anymore – they had almost lost all hope. 

And the whole time Jesus was walking right there beside 

them even admonishing them for their disbelief. 

“And he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!’” 

But their hearts were burning inside of them as he spoke to 

them along the way. At least some hope was still alive in 

them. 

Fortunately, when they arrived at the destination they had 

apparently chosen for themselves they begged Jesus to stay 

with them. 

So what about us?  
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Have any of us chosen our own path? Have any of us lost our 

faith in Jesus Christ? Have we ceased to beg Jesus to stay with 

us? 

For these early disciples it was only in the breaking of the 

bread that their eyes were opened and they recognized him. 

Unfortunately for us it is too often the case that in the 

breaking of the bread we refuse to recognize Jesus among us 

and consequently end up closing our eyes to the Truth – the 

only Truth that can save us. 

Studies show that just one third of U.S. Catholics believe 

Church teaching that the Eucharist is truly the Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ. 

When Catholics refuse to believe that the Eucharist is truly 

the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, the source 

and summit of our faith, then everything else begins to break 

down and we lose our way. 

We end up cowering inside ourselves and forget that God is 

in control of our lives and everything else around us. 

We end up running away from the only one who can save us. 

There is nothing in this life that is more essential to human 

beings than the worship of the one true God and the Holy 
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Sacrifice of the Mass is the only place that the worship of the 

one true God is perfectly accomplished. 

Any other worship, if it is separated from the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass, is a movement away from Jesus – a movement 

toward idolatry. 

There is no idol – call it pachamama or a pagan Chinese new 

year lion or whatever else may be out there – that can save us. 

Jesus Christ alone who is made present at the Holy Sacrifice 

of the Mass is the only one who can save us. 

We need to wake up to this reality and take it back. 

I don’t know exactly what this means and I don’t know how 

this will take shape but we need to let our leaders know that 

we have had enough and we can’t live without the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass – we can’t live without the Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Most Blessed 

Sacrament. 

Otherwise we are all heading in the wrong direction and we 

will perish. 

I hope the Word of God is burning in our hearts right now 

and we are begging Jesus to stay with us because in Him and 

in Him alone is all our hope. 


