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Fourth Sunday of Lent – Homily – 03-22-2020 

Nothing is ever quite as it appears. 

In the first reading today the prophet Samuel discovered 

this when he had judged wrongly in his search for a king 

among the sons of Jesse of Bethlehem. 

The Lord rejected Jesse’s first seven sons of whom Samuel 

was certain he would find one to anoint. 

The Lord said to Samuel, “Do not judge from 

…appearance not as man sees does God see, because man 

sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” 

As human beings we often make incomplete judgments. 

We can’t help ourseves…we don’t see all the facts…we 

can’t see all the facts…we aren’t God. 

But the Lord sees perfectly into the heart of every matter. 

The blind man in the gospel today is a great example. He 

was unfairly judged.  

Jesus’ disciples were trying to figure out why this guy was 

“cursed” from birth without sight. 

They wanted to know, was it his personal sin or that of his 

parents that had caused his condition. 
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The fact is it was neither. On the contrary, Jesus 

astonished his disciples when he told them it was, “so that 

the works of God might be made visible through him.” 

It can be so easy for human beings to judge wrongly. 

Take our current worldwide crisis for example. 

Many people see it as a chastisement for our sins. It could 

be. When 3,000 babies are murdered every day in our 

country alone and we call it healthcare or a woman’s right 

then a case can certainly be made that a reckoning is long 

overdue. 

But if this virus is brought under control and less people 

are effected and infected then could have been the case 

then maybe we will see it as a warning – a wakeup call. 

Whatever the case, scripture is very clear that our Lord 

does not rejoice in the death of the sinner but that he 

should turn back to him and live. 

No matter how we look at the current situation in our 

world it is either a blessing or a curse depending on one’s 

outlook. 
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When our Lord offered his life on the cross for our 

salvation it was a complete failure and a scandal to many. 

But for those who see with the eyes of faith it was the 

greatest possible blessing ever given. 

For Catholics every cross is an opportunity to share in the 

sufferings of Christ. 

Every cross is a blessing because without it there is no 

resurrection. 

Even the current state of our country and the world is a 

blessing if we accept God’s providential hand in it. 

Nothing is ever quite as it appears. 

“Do not judge from…appearance …not as man sees does 

God see, because man sees the appearance but the Lord 

looks into the heart.” 

Even now the Lord is peering into our hearts and he 

knows who we are and what we are capable of as his 

beloved sons and daughters. 

Let’s not miss it by judging wrongly what’s at stake and 

consequently failing to make full use of this Lenten gift 

that only the Lord was capable of giving. 


