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Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time – 10-24-2021 

It is a wonderful reality that even suffering is of great value in our 

Catholic faith. That even suffering, what the Church refers to as a 

physical evil, when united to Christ Jesus, plays a huge part in the 

salvation of souls. 

However, suffering and death are not, therefore, to be glorified in 

and of themselves. Miracles are also a reality in our Church and 

have played an equally large role in the salvation of souls. 

Miracles have always been instrumental in people’s conversion. 

Our Catholic faith does not guarantee that the life of a Christian 

will be without difficulties, suffering, and death. That’s just not 

the Christian message. 

So we can always and should always ask our Father for relief in 

our suffering in imitation of his Son who said, “Father, take this 

cup from me but not as I will but as you will.” 

God is our Father, Jesus is our Brother and the Holy Spirit is the 

bond of Love that unites us to the Godhead. If we don’t have 

recourse to our God in all things then what’s the point? 

Jeremiah prophesied in the first reading that the Lord was always 

keeping watch over his people. “Thus says the Lord: They 

departed in tears but I will console them and guide them; I will 

lead them to brooks of water, on a level road, so that none shall 

stumble. For I am a father to Israel.” 
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Jesus is the only-begotten Son of the Father and our high priest as 

we heard in the second reading and a priest is given to the people 

to heal them – spiritually and sometimes even physically. 

We witnessed Jesus’ healing power in the gospel today. 

“As Jesus was leaving Jericho with his disciples…Bartimaeus, a 

blind man…sat by the roadside begging. On hearing that it was 

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, Jesus, son of 

David, have pity on me.” 

Many in the crowd tried to silence him but he cried even louder, 

“Son of David, have pity on me.” And then Jesus stopped and 

said. “Call him.” 

“So they called the blind man, saying to him, Take courage; get 

up, Jesus is calling you.” According to the gospel, the blind man 

sprang to his feet, threw his cloak aside and rushed to Jesus’ side. 

Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the 

blind man replied, “Master, I want to see.” 

Jesus told him, “Go your way; your faith has saved you.” 

Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the way. 

After Bartimaeus received his sight the gospel tells us he 

immediately began following Jesus on the way even though Jesus 

told him to, “Go your way because your faith has saved you.” 

But Bartimeaus chose a new way that day, he chose the Christian 

way, as we heard he followed Jesus on the way. Incidentally, the 
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use of the phrase, “the Way” was one of the earliest designations 

of Christianity. 

This miracle converted many to Christ that day – even those who 

needed physical healing themselves but didn’t get one – and yet 

they came to believe anyway. 

This is the real miracle. That Bartimaeus saw with the eyes of 

faith before he was able to see with the eyes of his body and that 

others experienced the same miracle of faith because of him. 

At our baptisms we were all miraculously enlightened by Christ 

so that we could see clearly and follow Jesus on the way. 

Jesus wants to heal us spiritually and sometimes even physically 

because he wants the whole world to see the Truth and be saved. 

Today, let’s bring all our needs to the Father through his Son and 

trust that the Lord is always at work in and around us to bring 

about our salvation. 

It is a wonderful reality that suffering and death can be of great 

use in our Catholic faith to save souls. 

It’s also quite wonderful that miracles also happen as well for the 

same reason. 

But no matter which way the Lord leads us the greatest miracle of 

all is faith in Jesus Christ which leads to the resurrection and 

eternal life in heaven. 


