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The Nativity of the Lord – 12-25-2020 

“What gift have you given? Your whole self, O eternal Trinity. 

And where did You give Yourself? In the stable of our humanity 

which had become a shelter for animals, that is, mortal sins.” 

That’s what St. Catherine of Siena had to say about Christmas. 

Jesus was born in the stable of our humanity to die so that we 

sinners might live. 

How often do we to think about this? In all the busyness that 

leads up to Christmas I wonder how many people really stop and 

take a moment to consider what Christmas really means. 

If it’s true that the Son of God was born to save us then it should 

change everything. This is what we need to decide. Do we believe 

this or is Christmas just something fun we do for a little while 

once a year. We must get this one right because there is a lot 

riding on it. 

We buy our kids wonderful gifts for Christmas and yet we forget 

so quickly that at our baptisms we were all offered the greatest 

Christmas gift of all – eternal life. 

But baptism isn’t magic. No doubt it is an undeserving gift but at 

some point we need to claim it for ourselves and live our Catholic 

faith. 

We need to come to Mass every Sunday and every Holy Day of 

Obligation. Not just Christmas and Easter. Parents need to bring 
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their kids to Mass so that good habits will be formed in their 

children. Otherwise, everyone’s salvation will be at risk. It begins 

with the parents – fathers and mothers must lead by example. 

Jesus is the greatest Christmas gift ever given. The Father gave us 

His only-begotten Son for our salvation. And this gift is 

perpetuated in all the Sacraments, especially at Mass where we 

have the opportunity to receive Jesus in our bodies. 

However, nobody can receive the Holy Eucharist worthily if they 

are not first practicing their faith. Otherwise, our bodies become a 

filthy stable for animals – mortal sins – and the Eucharist 

becomes, in the words of Saint Paul, the Sacrament of death. 

I’m not saying this to chastise anyone. I know how busy life can 

be. I’m saying it to remind everyone how important this gift is. 

The infant Jesus was born to die so that we could live. 

If this is true and we do little or nothing about it except show up 

at Christmas and maybe Easter then we may very well be denied 

the most amazing Christmas gift ever – eternal life with God in 

heaven. 

Nobody in their right mind wants to go to hell and it’s certainly 

not the Father’s plan for his children. 

So let’s begin anew today. Let’s resolve to take seriously our faith, 

get to confession before we go to communion and embrace the 

gift that Christmas represents – eternal life with God in heaven. 


