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The Baptism of the Lord – 01/12/2020 

“Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized 

by him…John tried to prevent him…Jesus said to him in 

reply, allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 

righteousness.” 

How could a mere human being like John baptizing Jesus the 

God-man fulfill all righteousness? How could this ever be an 

act of justice? 

What could be meant by such a statement? 

John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance for sinners but 

Jesus had nothing to repent of. 

Why would God the Father want his Son to receive a baptism 

of repentance then? 

Jesus was sent precisely to identify with sinners.  

The essence of the Father’s plan is that the Son should 

identify with sinners so that sinners might identify with Him, 

and so be made heirs to the Father’s kingdom. 

When the waters of the Jordan were poured over Jesus he 

wasn’t cleansed by the water he sanctified the waters of the 
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whole world so that they could become the wellspring of our 

own justification in Christ Jesus. 

Jesus’ whole life was an act of justice toward the Father. 

In other words, in His person He took upon Himself all the 

sins that humanity had committed and would commit so that 

we could be reconciled to the Father through Him. 

Jesus’ final act of justice was His death on the cross which is 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass – the perfect religious act. 

Religion is man’s attempt to give God his due – perfect 

worship. Catholicism is perfect religion because it is the 

religion of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, we need to attend Holy Mass every Sunday and 

every holy day of obligation and prepare ourselves for the gift 

of Holy Communion by a holy way of life which necessarily 

implies frequent confession. 

Every worthy participation in the Sacraments especially Holy 

Communion brings us into deeper union with Jesus Christ.  

But every time we ignore what Jesus and His Church teaches 

and asks of us we slip further away and put our own eternal 

salvation in jeopardy. 
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John preached how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and power. He went about doing good and 

healing all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

Him. 

The Sacraments are our modern day encounter with Jesus of 

Nazareth. It is through them that He heals and justifies us 

who are constantly targeted by the devil and at risk of being 

oppressed by him. 

We have ample opportunity to receive the Sacraments here at 

Saint Joseph the Worker and we have a bishop who is calling 

us to take our faith more seriously than ever before. 

At Christmas time Bishop Gruss asked every one of us to 

dedicate at least one half hour daily to prayer and yet there 

are many who refuse to give God even one hour on a Sunday. 

Is this so much to ask for what is being offered? 

The essence of the Father’s plan is that the Son should 

identify with sinners so that sinners might identify with Him, 

and so be made heirs to the Father’s kingdom. 

Will we identify with Him and offer our sacrifices to the 

Father through Him? Will we encourage others to do the 

same? Now is the time because tomorrow may be too late. 


