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The Solemnity of Christ the King – 11-21-2015 – Sunday 

“Pilate said to Jesus, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Do you say this on your own or have others told you 

about me?’ Pilate answered, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own 

nation handed you over to me. What have you done?’” 

Why was Pilate so hesitant this time to hand just another criminal 

over for execution when he had arbitrarily done so any number of 

times in the past? 

He said to Jesus, “Your own nation handed you over to me. What 

have you done?” 

Why did he even care? Jesus wasn’t a Roman citizen. That would 

have been the only worldly consideration that would have moved 

Pilate in the past. 

If the Jews handed over one of their own to the Romans to be 

crucified then Pilate wouldn’t have thought much more about it. 

He would have sentenced him to crucifixion and that would have 

been the end of it. 

This is the argument that some claim, make the entire story of 

Jesus’ trial before Pilate a mere human fabrication. 

And I would agree…except for one very important element. Jesus 

wasn’t just another criminal for Pilate to summarily condemn to 

death. Jesus was and is God and the Son of God. 
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In other words, when was God ever put on trial before? When did 

God ever stand before a human being and allow himself to be 

judged? 

The answer is never until Jesus. This was an unprecedented event 

in human history – one that had never occurred before nor will 

ever occur again. And Pilate knew something was very different 

with this one – this was no ordinary case. 

“So Pilate answered him, ‘Then you are a king?’ Jesus answered, 

‘You say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into 

the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the 

truth listens to my voice.’” 

Pilate was listening because even as corrupt as he may have been 

in the depths of his heart he was still longing for truth. 

Jesus is Truth incarnate. He is certainly a king but not just any 

ordinary King. He is the King of kings, the King of the Universe. 

For this he was born and for this he came into the world, to testify 

to the truth and everyone who belongs to the truth listens to his 

voice. 

Like Pilate, let’s pause today and listen to the voice of Jesus 

Christ, who is Truth incarnate, but unlike Pilate let’s enthrone 

Jesus Christ, the King of the Universe, in our hearts this day and 

let him reign there forever. 


