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Fourth Sunday of Easter – 04/25/2021 

“There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any other 

name under heaven given to the human race by which we are to be 

saved.” 

This is not always a very popular statement in our world today. As 

a matter of fact it’s not necessarily very popular among many 

people in the Church including, sadly, some members of the clergy 

and religious. 

But that doesn’t make it any less true. The Church isn’t hosting a 

popularity contest. 

This modern attitude that we can’t or shouldn’t speak clearly in 

matters of faith and morals makes no sense to me. 

Jesus said I am the way, the truth, and the life and no comes to the 

Father except through me. 

What we just heard in the first reading, that there is no salvation 

through anyone other than Jesus Christ, came from Saint Peter 

himself, the first pope.  

It’s one of the longest-standing teachings of the Catholic Church. It 

obviously goes back to the very beginning of Christianity itself. 

Honestly, if a person doesn’t believe this then I have to wonder why 

they would bother remaining in the Church. 
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This weekend is Good Shepherd Sunday. A good shepherd doesn’t 

sidestep or even worse distort the truth because he’s afraid it might 

offend or make someone feel a bit uneasy. 

I’ve said it many times before and I’ll say it again, I’m not going to 

hell for anyone else’s sins. I’ve got plenty of my own to answer for. I 

refuse to be held accountable for anyone else’s ignorance. 

There can be no denying that some longtime members of this parish 

have stopped coming here ostensibly because of me. 

I know this because not so long ago someone complained to another 

person that they don’t come here anymore because of me. 

As the conversation developed though it was discovered that their 

problem isn’t really with me. Their problem is with the teachings of 

the Catholic Church. 

Oh sure! Not everybody likes me. I don’t even like me sometimes 

but ultimately that shouldn’t have any effect on a person’s faith in 

Jesus Christ, His Church and her teachings.  

As a pastor I am a custodian of the Truth that has been handed 

down over the last two thousand years. 

I’m not just a priest of the spirit of Vatican II. I’m a priest of every 

other council that came before it as well. 

Too many shepherds today have forgotten that they are custodian 

of the Truth. Too many of them have become more like garbage 

men of lies. 
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Whether anyone likes it or not I’m going to teach, to the best of my 

ability, what the Church has consistently taught for the last two 

thousand years. 

Some of our kids are going to receive their First Holy Communion 

(this weekend/today). 

When they come forward to receive Jesus in the most Holy 

Eucharist they will respond “Amen” to the words, “The Body of 

Christ.” 

However, that “Amen” is not just an acknowledgment that they 

believe in the real presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

It is saying “Yes” to everything that the Catholic Church teaches. 

But how can we say yes if we don’t know? While it’s true no one 

can know everything the Church teaches we must cultivate a docile 

heart, like that of our Lady, to the Truth as we learn it. 

Jesus is the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity. He is Word of 

the Father – the Word Incarnate. 

When we stand before Jesus Christ, the Word of God, at the 

judgement, all we will have is our own word and how we made 

every effort to conform it to the Truth. Is your word your bond? 

Let me reiterate this very important truth again and say it very 

clearly: “There is no salvation through anyone else, nor is there any 

other name under heaven given to the human race by which we are 

to be saved.” 


