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Fifth Sunday of Easter – 05/02/2021 

“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear 

fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more 

fruit…By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.” 

Pruning always seemed to be a bit counterintuitive. For a guy like me 

who doesn’t know much about fruit trees and grape vines and such I 

would have just naively assumed the more branches the more fruit. 

But that’s just not the case. After pruning an apple tree, for example, 

the tree can look pretty pathetic at first. Initially pruning does damage 

to the tree but in the end pruning raises the yield and improves the 

quality of the fruit. 

You know in the almost four years that I have been here I have said 

multiple times and in many different ways that this community of 

Saint Joseph the Worker is one of the best, if not the best, in the 

Diocese of Saginaw. 

Sr. Ester Mary Nichols, a Religious Sister of Mercy of Alma who is 

nationally-known and quite well renowned, once said to me that the 

sisters in Alma refer to our church of Saint Joseph the Worker as the 

jewel of the west. 

But she wasn’t referring to the building. She was talking about the 

people. 
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I love this church building, inside and out, but ultimately it’s the 

people who make the church what it is. 

And a lot of people come here from all over the place for various 

reasons and they often express the very same thing. Otherwise they 

wouldn’t be coming back. 

But that doesn’t mean that everything is perfect. Only God is perfect. 

We can always do better. We are always in need of divine pruning – 

you, me, every single one of us – and being the object of divine 

pruning is quite painful. 

But the very reason we are being pruned at all and not thrown into 

the fire is because this community has continued to bear much fruit 

over the years. 

But Jesus knows what we are really capable of. He loves us where we 

are but he loves us too much to let us remain there. 

Jesus doesn’t want us to become complacent where we are because 

like a neglected apple tree eventually the yield and the quality of the 

fruit will decline. 

He is calling us to be his disciples, he is calling us to holiness and to 

remember that without him we can do nothing but this isn’t easy. 

“Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that does not bear 

fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more 

fruit…By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.” 


