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Second Sunday of Lent – 02/28/21 

In today’s Gospel Jesus revealed just a tiny glimmer of his 

Divinity to Peter, James and John and then after it was all 

over, as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus charged 

them not to tell anyone what they had seen until He had risen 

from the dead. 

And they did as they were told but they wondered what 

rising from the dead could possibly mean. They couldn’t 

understand. 

They had just caught a glimpse of Jesus’ Divine nature and 

now He was talking about rising from the dead. That would 

mean that He would have to die first. That made no sense to 

them. They just couldn’t understand. 

This has something in common with the first reading from the 

Book of Genesis today. As Abraham and Isaac were coming 

down the mountain perhaps they were both wondering what 

in the heck had just happened? They couldn’t understand 

either. 

I suppose this particular story can be a real stumbling block to 

many people. How could a loving God put Abraham to such 
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a gruesome test? But let’s take a look at the part of the story 

that we didn’t hear today. 

“So Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and laid it 

on his son Isaac, while he himself carried the fire and the 

knife. As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father 

Abraham. “Father…Here are the fire and the wood, but 

where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” “My son,” 

Abraham answered, “God will provide the sheep for the 

burnt offering.” Then the two walked on together.” 

Every Jew would have known this story through and 

through. They would have pondered the meaning of the story 

throughout their whole lives but probably without much 

understanding. 

Now fast forward to the very first Good Friday…what Jesus 

was alluding to in the gospel today. Jesus, whom John the 

Baptist had called many times the Lamb of God, was 

condemned to die on the cross. And then the wood was laid 

upon His shoulders, just like Isaac, as He climbed the 

mountain. 

The mind of every devout Jew present at that first Good 

Friday who was awaiting the coming of the messiah would 

have flashed back and forth between the events of Abraham 



3 
 

and Isaac to what was happening before their very eyes. And 

suddenly many of them would have understood. 

Like Abraham, the man of faith said, God had provided the 

lamb of Sacrifice, the perfect, unblemished Lamb of God, His 

only-begotten Son and He Himself would take away the sins 

of the world. The ram was only a pale foreshadowing. 

Jesus took Isaac’s place…he took all of our places. Have our 

eyes been opened to this great reality or are we still groping 

in darkness wondering what all of this means? 

Jesus longs to transform each one of us so that his Divinity 

may shine in and through us. 

Today, especially as we approach Jesus, the Lamb of Sacrifice, 

in the most Blessed Sacrament of His Body and Blood let’s ask 

Him to open our hearts and minds to His ways so that we too 

may understand. 

The very same Jesus who suffered and died on Good Friday 

over two thousand years ago, the very same Jesus who was 

transfigured on Mt. Tabor is here with us hidden under the 

appearance of bread and wine so that all of our questions may 

finally be answered in Him, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world. 


