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The Epiphany of the Lord – 01-03-2021 

“The riches of the sea shall be emptied out before you, the wealth of 

nations shall be brought to you. Caravans of camels shall fill you, 

dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; all from Sheba shall come 

bearing gold and frankincense.” 

This is the prophecy we just heard in the first reading from Isaiah. 

Gold was the most worthy gift man had to give to a king and 

frankincense was one of the noblest gifts a man could imagine giving 

to God. 

But where was the gift of myrrh in Isaiah’s prophecy that we heard in 

the gospel? The magi came bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh. 

Myrrh was considered sacred by many cultures. It’s a dried resin 

which was traditionally used for medicinal purposes, embalming and 

as incense, especially for funerals. 

But myrrh doesn’t seem like a very probable gift that one would give 

to a newborn king. This is one gift that only God could have 

imagined. 

In the gospel, when King Herod heard the news from the magi of the 

newborn king, he sent them in search of the child so that they could 

bring him word that he too may go and pay him homage. 

But the magi were warned in a dream not to return to Herod because 

the only tribute he wanted to pay the infant Jesus was bloody murder. 
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Herod, a ruthless dictator, had no concept of God’s sacrificial love. He 

only saw this newborn king as a threat to his worldly reign. 

It’s easy to deal with the gifts of gold and frankincense but the myrrh 

is a lot more challenging. But this is the God we serve. 

King Herod represents the spirit of the world. He only pursues his 

own glory and will seek to destroy anything or anyone, even God, 

who stands in his way. 

His heart was closed to God’s will and the infant King who had come 

to liberate man, even him, from slavery to sin by offering his life as a 

ransom for many. 

The spirit of the world confuses us. Even those chosen by Christ in 

baptism sometimes confusingly call evil good. For example, some 

Catholics refer to abortion as a right, euthanasia as an act of mercy, 

and same sex partnerships as a marriage. These are just a few 

examples of how the spirit of the world calls evil by another name and 

how good people can get caught in its trap. 

The Magi were led by more than just a star. They were led by another 

spirit – the Holy Spirit. 

We too must allow ourselves to be guided by the Holy Spirit in these 

tumultuous times if we are to keep alive our hope in Christ the King. 

So let’s resolve throughout this coming year, like the magi, to offer 

our gold of good deeds, our frankincense of prayer and our myrrh of 

sacrifice to the Lord so that we too can be led by the Holy Spirit to 

Christ the King and ultimately to our homeland in heaven. 


