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Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 08/09/20 

Go outside…the Lord will be passing by. A strong and heavy 

wind was rending the mountains and crushing rocks before the 

Lord…After the wind there was an earthquake… After the 

earthquake there was a fire – but the Lord was in none of these. 

After all this there was a tiny whispering sound. 

The Lord was in the tiny whispering sound. Not because he is 

weak. He created the powerful wind, he makes the earth quake 

and will eventually judge the world by fire. He’s not weak. He’s 

extremely patient. 

He was in the tiny whispering sound because he is the God of 

peace and he is still trying to draw all of humanity into his peace. 

Tornadoes and hurricanes, earthquakes and firestorms instill fear 

in people because they destroy everything in their path but God 

only uses these disasters to turn our attention back to him. 

Jesus is the God of peace but right now many people have turned 

their gaze from him. 

In the gospel today the disciples found themselves in the midst of 

their own storm and Jesus approached them on the water but 

they did not recognize him. In fact they thought he was a ghost 

and were afraid. 

But Jesus said to them, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
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So Peter called out, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 

you on the water.” And he did. 

But rather quickly we heard that Peter saw how strong the wind 

was, became frightened and began to sink. 

In other words, he took his eyes off of Jesus and then all he could 

see was the storm around him. 

When we turn our eyes away from the Lord nothing but chaos 

and destruction follows and soon that’s all we see. 

Today we are in the midst of a terrible storm in our country led 

by organizations that have great sounding names but are not at 

all what they claim to be. 

The United States and the whole world are under assault from 

these instruments of chaos and destruction and they are using 

everything in their power to destroy our Christian culture. 

But this isn’t something new. The warnings have been clear. 

When Cardinal Karol Wojtyla, the future Pope Saint John Paul II, 

came to the United States in 1976 he warned us even then that, 

“We are now standing in the face of the greatest historical 

confrontation humanity has gone through. I do not think that 

wide circles of American society or wide circles of the Christian 

community realize this fully. We are now facing the final 

confrontation between the Church and the anti-Church, of the 

Gospel versus the anti-Gospel.” 
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He continues, “We must be prepared to undergo great trials in 

the not-too-distant future; trials that will require us to be ready to 

give up even our lives, and a total gift of self to Christ and for 

Christ. Through your prayers and mine, it is possible to alleviate 

this tribulation, but it is no longer possible to avert it…How many 

times has the renewal of the Church been brought about in blood! 

It will not be different this time.” 

Forty-four years ago the future saint warned us about what is 

now right in front of us and wide circles of American society and 

even the Christian community do not yet realize it. Many even 

naively support it. We are facing a confrontation between the 

Church and the anti-Church – the Gospel versus the anti-Gospel. 

I too believe it is still possible to alleviate this tribulation, but like 

Saint John Paul said, we can’t totally avert it… 

If the world is going to be renewed it must begin with the 

Catholic Church. The Church and her faithful are badly in need of 

renewal and it is usually brought about in blood! And it probably 

won’t be different this time. 

Politics won’t save us. I’m not suggesting that we give up on 

politics but ultimately hearts must change.  

We need to turn our gaze again to the only one who can save us, 

Jesus Christ, because we are in the midst of a storm like no other 

and if we remove our eyes from him even for a moment we will 

surely perish. 


