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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 08/16/20 

“The foreigners who join themselves to the Lord…them I will 

bring to my holy mountain and make joyful in my house of 

prayer…for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 

peoples.” 

In the Catholic Church if someone wants to become Catholic and 

they have already been properly baptized in another Christian 

community then we don’t re-baptize them. 

On the contrary, we recognize the validity of their baptism. 

In other words, we already see them as being, to some degree, in 

communion with the Catholic Church. They are Catholic to the 

extent that they understand and adhere to the orthodox teachings 

of the Church. 

The other night I gave the closing prayer at the Right-to-Life 

dinner at Buck’s Run in Mt. Pleasant. 

Of course there was a wide-range of people there from various 

Christian communities as well as Catholics. 

So I announced before the prayer that I realized not everyone was 

Catholic but that I was going begin the closing prayer with the 

Sign of the Cross anyway. 

Then I went on to explain why. I said we all share one common 

baptism. We have been baptized into Christ in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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Additionally, we have all been saved by the one same sacrifice – 

the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the wood of the cross. 

So I suggested that because there is so much chaos and division in 

our world today as Christians we need to be more untied than 

ever and the Sign of the Cross is the perfect sign of unity. 

I went as far as to suggest that pastors of other non-Catholic 

communities prayerfully consider implementing this with their 

own people. 

Whether they will or not I don’t know but it was well received at 

the banquet and I was told that many if not most of the people 

there made the Sign of the Cross. Perhaps some of them for the 

very first time. 

But the Sign of the Cross isn’t just a sign of unity. It’s a Trinitarian 

Blessing every time we make it. According to my exorcist friend, 

making the Sign of the Cross drives demons wild and during an 

exorcism if he can get the person being exorcised to make the Sign 

of the Cross it goes a long way in the success of the exorcism. 

Take the example of the Canaanite woman in the gospel today. 

She was a foreigner to Judaism. However, she shared many of the 

same beliefs as the Hebrew people of her day. 

And all she wanted from Jesus was for him to heal her daughter 

who was tormented by a demon. 
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But Jesus wanted to demonstrate the great faith of this woman to 

the Jewish people first. 

She was an outsider – a foreigner – and a dog to them so Jesus 

played into their hands in order to get their attention. 

It was her great faith that saved her daughter. Jesus said to her, 

“‘O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you 

wish.’ And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour.” 

Many of our Protestant brothers and sisters have great faith in 

Jesus Christ and they are united with us in so many ways but 

Jesus want’s perfect unity from us under the Sign of the Cross. 

So we need to pray for greater unity in the Church. We need to 

pray with great faith like the Canaanite women – the foreigner – 

who wanted her daughter healed.  

The Body of Christ – the Church – needs healing. We need to 

drive the demons that separate us from our midst within the 

Church so that those outside of the fullness of the Catholic 

Church but who join themselves to the Lord will be brought to 

the holy mountain – to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass – and bring 

greater joy to the Lord’s house. 

Our unity of the traditional faith and morals of the Church will be 

attractive to those on the outside looking in. By our prayers, 

sacrifices and great faith we can make our Catholic Church an 

even more perfect house of prayer for all peoples. 


