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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 08/02/20 

“What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness or peril, or the 

sword?” 

“No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through 

him who loved us.” 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, 

nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

These are pretty convincing words from Saint Paul in his Letter 

to the Romans today. 

But perhaps there is one creature that can stand in the way? 

Let me tell you a story about a man named Joseph. In March of 

1953 at the age of 74 he was lying on his deathbed and three 

times – three times – Jesus appeared to him. 

The first time Jesus asked him, “Joseph, do you love me?” And 

Joseph just shook his fist violently toward heaven.  

Then our Lord appeared a second time and asked him, “Joseph, 

did you ever love me?” And again Joseph shook his fist 

violently heavenward. 
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Finally, our Lord appeared to him a third time and asked him, 

“Joseph, will you love me?” Unfortunately for Joseph he shook 

his fist violently toward heaven and died. 

Is this story true? His daughter Lana says it is. I believe it. At 

any rate, it is a story of truth. 

The only thing that stood between Jesus and Joseph, that is to 

say between Jesus Christ and Joseph Stalin, was Joseph Stalin 

himself. 

Joseph Stalin was responsible for the murder of at least 40 

million people in Communist Russia and still our Lord pursued 

him to the very end. 

But our Lord will never violate our freewill. Jesus meets us 

exactly where we are but he won’t let us stay there even for a 

second unless we refuse to move. 

If we choose to follow our own stubborn will and refuse to 

follow his ways then he will allow us to go our own way. 

And yet since the very beginning of the creation of humankind 

the Triune God has been in a constant state of pursuit of us. 

God the Son went so far as to assume a human nature so that 

we could know God directly and so that he could give his life 

on the cross for our salvation. 
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In every Sacramental encounter with him here at Church he 

offers us sufficient grace to know him, to love him and to serve 

him and ultimately to be with him for all eternity in heaven.  

And provided we are in the state of grace, He even feeds us 

with his own Body and Blood here at Mass. 

However, if we aren’t in the state of grace and we choose to 

receive Holy Communion anyway then we will be answerable 

to the Lord for committing a very grave sin. 

Nothing is supposed to separate us from the love of Christ 

because it is not the way God desires it. 

“What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness or peril, or the 

sword?” 

“No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through 

him who loved us.” 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, 

nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The only exception would be that one creature closest to us – a 

stubborn unconquered self, determined to make his own way. 

May this never be said of any one of us! 


