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Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 06/28/20 

I was looking back over my notes and I realized that I gave 

my first homily here as the priest assigned to Saint Joseph the 

Worker on the Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary time on July 2, 

2017. 

Almost three years ago. How time flies. 

I just hope I’m not repeating myself too much. I am getting 

older. This homily could very well be a bit of a repeat or even 

a three-peat for all I know. 

Honestly, sometimes it all just kind of blurs together – 

Sundays, Holy Days and weekdays and even funerals – so I 

really don’t know where I might have said this or that or if I 

even said it at all. 

Regardless, the overall message is important so if you heard it 

already please bear with me. At any rate, it never hurts to 

hear something again because the Lord can always speak 

more deeply to our hearts. 

“Whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones to drink because the little one is a disciple – amen, I say 

to you, he will surely not lose his reward.” 

I once had a priest tell me that when giving a homily we 

should always leave the people with something tangible to 
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take home with them. He suggested that I offer at least three 

examples of something they could do when they leave Mass. 

But I said to him, Father, Catholics already know what to do. 

We are really good at doing good deeds. The problem today 

is that most Catholics don’t really know why they are doing 

what they do. So let’s think about that for a minute. 

Doing good things for others can make us feel good. But 

charity can’t be something we do only because it makes us 

feel good. It’s okay to feel good when we do something nice 

but that can’t be our primary motivation. 

If it were then there would be absolutely no difference 

between a Catholic giving someone a cup of cold water verses 

a non-Christian doing the same thing? 

It would simply be a good deed done in time which would 

only merit a natural reward such as a feeling of satisfaction.  

A good deed naturally makes one feel good but when the 

doer of the good deed dies, if it is done for that reason alone, 

it dies with him. 

Every Christian is called to be another Christ. We were buried 

with Christ through baptism into his death, so that…we 

might live in newness of life. 
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Jesus lived a life of total self-denial in order to save us. There 

was not a selfish bone in his body. Therefore, we too must 

follow in His footsteps of self-denial so that He may live in us 

and continue his work of saving souls through us.  

This is what it means to live in newness of life. 

So what is the difference then between a Catholic giving 

someone a cup of cold water verses a non-Christian doing the 

same thing? 

The difference should be infinite – it should be a supernatural 

event. 

When it is united with Christ, for Christ, we become another 

Christ. And we literally participate in the salvation of the 

world. 

Our good deeds are not meant to be natural acts in time that 

die with us when we die but supernatural acts that hold an 

infinite reward. 

Jesus is the resurrection and the life and what we do in union 

with him in this life echoes unto eternity and will not die with 

us but will go before us unto our eternal glory in the kingdom 

of Heaven where we will shine for all eternity in the light of 

the Holy Trinity with the our Lady and all the saints. 

The difference is potentially infinite. 


