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Twenty-sixth Week in Ordinary Time – 09-26-2021 

“If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 

into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the 

unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is 

better for you to enter into life crippled than with two feet to be 

thrown into Gehenna. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. 

Better for you to enter into the kingdom of God with one eye than 

with two eyes to be thrown into Gehenna, where their worm does not 

die, and the fire is not quenched.” 

I hope nobody here has ever intentionally cut off a limb or gouged out 

an eye for any reason whatsoever, let alone because they read it in the 

Bible. 

However, our feet, hands and eyes have certainly caused us to sin at 

different times and in different ways in the past and yet here we are 

still fully intact. 

So should one conclude that the Catholic Church is not a bible-based 

Church because we haven’t done what Jesus said? 

I mean didn’t Jesus just finish telling us in the gospel that if any of 

these cause us to sin we should cut them off or pluck them out? 

Well, we can be thankful that most people, even those who belong to 

the so-called bible-based communities, are not fundamentalist enough 

to take everything in Sacred Scripture literally. One must be 

discerning. 
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That’s why we rely on Holy Mother Church to guide us. Saints, 

doctors and other Church scholars have pondered the deep sayings of 

Jesus for centuries so that we can avoid making rash decisions. 

If we remove ourselves from the Church and her traditional teachings 

then we may truly become maimed, crippled and blinded by sin and 

find ourselves at risk of being thrown into the unquenchable fires of 

Gehenna forever. 

So what is the Lord really saying to us today? If we know what causes 

us to sin then we need to do our best remove from our lives and cast it 

far from us. 

Even if it’s a bad habit that has become an addictive vice and we can’t 

seem to overcome it, we can never give up trying to eradicate it from 

our lives. 

The Lord never gives up on us so we can never give up on ourselves. 

It can be very difficult and painful to admit our sins. And for some 

people it may seem quite impossible to have to take them to the  

Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

But Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves so the best way to 

go about this is to follow what he prescribes through his Church. Put 

it in the hands of the savior and bring it into the confessional and lay 

it at the feet of the Jesus. 

We have all been made for heaven so whatever may cause us to sin 

let’s do our best to get rid of it so that we may one day all enter into 

the kingdom of God. 


