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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Homily – 12/27/20 

In 1994, there were two Americans teaching at an orphanage of 

about 100 abused and abandoned little boys and girls in Russia. 

As they were approaching Christmas the children and the 

orphanage staff sat and listened attentively to the story of 

Christmas, some for the very first time. 

After they had finished they gave each child three pieces of 

cardboard to make a crude manger, paper to make straw, a piece 

of tan felt to cut  out the baby Jesus, and a small piece of flannel 

for His blanket. 

As the children were busy assembling their mangers the 

Americans walked among them to see if they needed any help. 

All went well until they came upon six year old Misha. 

Instead of the infant Jesus alone in the manger they found two 

babies so they asked an interpreter to inquire why. 

The little child began to tell the story of Christmas quite 

accurately until the very end. 

He said, “Mary laid the Baby in the manger. And then Jesus 

looked at me and asked me if I had a place to stay. I told him I 

have no mom or dad so I don’t have any place to stay. Then Jesus 

told me I could stay with Him. But I told Him I couldn’t because I 

didn’t have a gift to give Him like the others.” 
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“But I wanted to stay with Jesus so much,” he said, “so I thought 

about what I had that maybe I could use as a gift. I thought 

maybe if I kept Him warm, that would be a good gift.” 

So he asked Jesus, “If I keep you warm, will that be a good 

enough gift?” And Jesus told him, “If you keep me warm, that 

will be the best gift anybody ever gave me.” 

So Misha said, “I got into the manger and Jesus looked at me and 

told me that I could stay with Him forever.” 

Up to this point Misha had never experienced the joy of family – 

an experience that would be quite foreign to most of us. 

Today is the Feast of the Holy Family and the family is meant to 

be the very first place that we experience the love of God. 

A Catholic home is supposed to be an extension of the local 

parish – a domestic church – an extension of Saint Joseph the 

Worker. 

This is why we traditionally brought our children to the 

baptismal fount as soon as possible. In doing so were following 

the example of the Holy Family. We heard this in the gospel 

today. “They took him [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to 

the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord.” 

Our greatest desire should be to secure the real gift of Christmas – 

eternal life with God in heaven. 
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But as I said in my Christmas homily baptism isn’t magic. We 

need to put our faith into practice and the home is the very first 

place where we do so. 

Parents and siblings, Godparents and grandparents are the first 

teachers to their children about the faith. And their teaching 

comes first and foremost in the form of example. 

Are we attending Mass every week and every holy day of 

obligation? Are we going to confession regularly? Do we embrace 

whole heartily all the teachings of the Church regardless of how 

difficult those teachings may seem? 

I say we because this is also an obligation of the entire community 

– the entire family of God. 

Misha was never given the privilege of a happy Catholic home or 

an extended Catholic family. But when he encountered Love in 

that manger – Jesus Christ – he embraced Him because Love 

Himself embraced him first. 

We have been embrace by Love. Have we embraced love in 

return? Are we appreciative of the family we have been given. 

Are we grateful for the gifts that we have been afforded? Do we 

thank Jesus for the promise offered us at baptism? 

So let’s warm the Sacred Heart of Jesus by resolving to more fully 

embrace the gift of our faith and let’s pray that one day Jesus will 

look upon us as he did upon Misha and say, you can stay with me 

forever. 


