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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time – 07/11/21 

In the first reading the priest Amaziah didn’t like what the 

Prophet Amos was saying. 

Amos said, “I will forgive them no longer. The high places of 

Isaac shall be laid waste, and the sanctuaries of Israel made 

desolate; and I will attack the house of Jeroboam with the 

sword.” 

So Amaziah, reported a lie to Jeroboam, the king of Israel, that 

Amos was conspiring against him. 

Amos hadn’t conspired against anyone. He was just telling the 

Israelites what God had commanded him to say. 

But prophets aren’t just predictors of gloom and doom they are 

sent by God to declare the Truth and bring about conversion. 

In the gospel today Jesus sent his disciples out to preach the 

good news of salvation. He sent them out to drive out demons, 

cure the sick and preach repentance.  

He sent them out to proclaim the Truth.  

Unfortunately, most Catholics over the past half-century have 

not been told the full truth about Catholicism. As a result, we 

are currently experiencing great turmoil in the Church. 



 

2 
 

Consequently, many people are spiritually sick because they 

don’t even know what sin is anymore. 

Those half-truths and sometimes even outright lies have 

become like demons that need to be cast out. 

But in order for this to happen we need to have the humility to 

acknowledge the sickness that has infected the Church – the 

Body of Christ – the sickness that has at times even overtaken 

our own individual hearts and minds as well. 

The Father chose us in his Son Jesus Christ before the 

foundation of the world, to be holy and without blemish before 

him. In love he destined us for adoption to himself through 

Jesus Christ. 

This is the prophetic message of Jesus Christ and His Church. 

We were created by Love, for Love and in spite of any failure 

on our part we were redeemed by Love. What could be more 

beautiful than this? However, this is not the full message.  

Jesus’ message of Love requires a response, namely conversion 

– a complete transformation of the heart to Christ Jesus and the 

teachings of His Church. This is what gets rejected today – the 

hard part. 

Jesus warned his disciples then that they would be rejected by 

some and that still holds true today. 
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Regardless, he didn’t tell them to cower, to give up or by any 

means to change the message. 

On the contrary, He told them if they don’t welcome you or 

listen to you then shake the very dust from your feet in 

testimony against them. 

Kind of like what the Prophet Amos said to King Jeroboam and 

the Israelites, “I will forgive them no longer. 

The message of the gospel is tough, it’s radical and it’s meant to 

be life-changing. It’s a challenge for everyone. 

If we struggle to always live according to the teachings of the 

Church we cannot fall into the trap that we need to water it 

down or lower the bar. 

In fact we would lose a lot more than we could ever hope to 

gain if we try to make the message easier than it really is – we 

may very well lose our salvation. 

God never asks the impossible. On the contrary he gives us 

everything necessary to live according to his plan for us. 

In love the Father destined us for adoption to himself through 

Jesus Christ and in Love he will give us everything necessary to 

fulfill that destiny. 


