
1 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter – 05/09/2021 

“Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, ‘In truth, I see that God 

shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him 

and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.’” 

I assure you that Saint Peter wasn’t saying that anyone who lives 

a good life will necessarily go to heaven – they might, but they 

might not. 

He was talking to Jews and Gentiles who were truly seeking the 

will of God. The Jews who had accompanied Saint Peter believed 

that they alone were God’s chosen people and they couldn’t 

imagine that God could bestow his gifts upon anyone but them. 

But as we heard this is exactly what happened. “While Peter was 

still speaking…the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to 

the word. The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter 

were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit should have been 

poured out on the Gentiles also” 

And Saint Peter ordered them to be baptized and they were. In 

other words, the Gentiles were as open to God’s plan for them as 

were the Jews’ who were accompanying Saint Peter. 

These weren’t just good people living good lives. They wanted to 

serve God according to his plan alone and not their own version 

of what that might mean. When Jesus Christ called them they 

were all in. 
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But today we hear all the time, I’m a good person. Well, it’s not 

enough to be a good person. We were all created by God in his 

image and likeness. Therefore, we are all good by nature. 

There isn’t a single bad person sitting in this church right now. 

But no one here is perfect. We all have room to grow. As the 

bishop just said to me yesterday, simply put, “The people need 

Jesus! We would all be happier!” 

With Jesus at the center of our lives we will gradually begin to 

change. No matter the starting point we will rise to new heights. 

We are called to be saints and this is something that only God can 

give…we can’t accomplish this on our own. If we have any hope 

of fulfilling Jesus’ commandment to love one another as he loved 

us then we need to remain in his love. 

God is Love and he loved us first and sent his Son as expiation for 

our sins not because of any good that we had done. Jesus made 

this quite clear today when he said, “It was not you who chose 

me, but I who chose you…” 

Whether everyone realizes it or not we all need Jesus. He is the 

only source of happiness for the human race in this life and in the 

life to come. 

Ultimately, we will be acceptable to God by remaining in the love 

of his Son Jesus Christ because only then will our hearts be 

completely open to his will alone. 
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But that doesn’t mean that we just sit around and wait for Jesus to 

act. 

We need a standard outside of ourselves to guide us – outside of 

the notion that I’m a good person. That standard is the cross of 

Jesus Christ. It is the standard that raises us to the divine. 

And it is in traditional Catholicism where the standard of the 

cross is clearly defined. It’s in traditional Catholicism where 

saints have been made for centuries. 

God is Love and he loved us first and sent his Son as expiation for 

our sins not because of any good that we have done. Jesus made 

this quite clear in the gospel today when he said, “It was not you 

who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and 

bear fruit that will remain.” 

Because he chose us we are able to keep his commandments and 

remain in his love, even if for some of us that just means getting 

to confession when we fail to keep his commandments.  

This is what it means to be good. Relying totally on Jesus’ Love 

and allowing him to change us. We make it a lot harder than it’s 

supposed to be. Jesus desires our sanctification and our salvation 

infinitely more than we do. 

His love is meant to raise us to new heights as he tells us to love 

one another as he loved us. Of course this means laying down our 

lives for one another but how we do this can take many forms. 
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It doesn’t seem likely that any of us will die a martyr’s death like 

St. Philomena or bear the stigmata of Christ on our hands, feet 

and side for fifty years like Saint Padre Pio. 

It’s also not likely that whatever we ask the Father in the name of 

his sole-begotten Son will be answered with the same regularity 

as it was for many of the saints. 

But none of this matters. As baptized Catholics we are called to be 

saints in the way and manner that only God knows.  

It is only necessary for us to be loved by Jesus and love him in 

return so that we can be faithful to the teachings of the Church 

and go on to love one another as Jesus loved us. 


