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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph – 12-26-2021 

When Mary and Joseph had begun their journey back to Nazareth 

after the Passover Feast, unbeknownst to them, Jesus had remained 

behind. 

They didn’t discover this until they were already one full day into 

their journey home. 

Discovering that Jesus was not with them caused them a great deal of 

anxiety. Had Jesus disobeyed his parents?  

Not a chance. So what really happened? 

Jesus told his mother that he was going to be about his Father’s 

business. Mary would have assumed that he was going to be Joseph 

and naturally Joseph would have assumed that this twelve year old 

boy was with his mother. 

Regardless, when they finally found him in the temple Jesus simply 

asked, why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must 

be in my Father’s house?  

Mary and Joseph didn’t understand. Who would? Jesus was God. 

Regardless, he went down with them to Nazareth, and was obedient 

to them for the next 18 years.  

In other words, God, the Creator of heaven and earth, of all things 

visible and invisible, was obedient to Mary and Joseph. 
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Who could have understood? Who could possibly comprehend the 

ways of God? No one person will ever wrap their finite mind around 

the infinite mind of God. 

But you know way that shouldn’t stop us from pondering these 

mysteries…even the difficult ones that challenge us and maybe even 

cause us a little anxiety. 

Mary kept all these things in her heart…or in another translation we 

read that Mary pondered all these things in her heart. 

God’s ways can be challenging to us. Scripture can be challenging to 

us. The Church is always challenging us to do what is right and not 

what is convenient or what the world is telling us to do. 

In 1968 Pope Paul VI effectively saved marriage, family and the entire 

Catholic Church when he introduced his prophetic encyclical on 

human life entitled Humanae Vitae. 

He promulgated it at a time when many people in the Church and in 

society as a whole were expecting change in the Catholic Church 

regarding her stance on life and artificial contraception. 

The majority of the so-called experts, even a majority of cardinals, 

bishops and priests seemed to favor a change. 

And yet Pope Paul VI didn’t listen to the cacophony of competing 

voices but instead like our Lady retreated into the silence of his heart 

and asked the Holy Spirit to guide him. 
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Ultimately he went against the tide and did what was right not what 

was convenient or popular. I think Pope Paul VI must have learned 

this from our Lady in the Holy Family at Nazareth. 

Listen to part of what he said in a homily about the Holy Family on 

January 5, 1964, just a little over four years prior to Humanae Vitae. I 

find these words to be very prophetic for our times as well. 

He said, “First, we learn from its silence. If only we could once again 

appreciate its great value. We need this wonderful state of mind, beset 

as we are by the cacophony of strident protests and conflicting claims 

so characteristic of these turbulent times. The silence of Nazareth 

should teach us how to meditate in peace and quiet, to reflect on the 

deeply spiritual, and to be open to the voice of God’s inner wisdom 

and the counsel of his true teachers. Nazareth can teach us the value 

of study and preparation, of meditation, of a well-ordered personal 

spiritual life, and of silent prayer that is known only to God.” 

Like Pope Paul VI in imitation of the Holy Family and especially the 

Blessed Virgin Mary we also need to take time for silence in our lives 

so that we can discern what is of eternal value.  

If we do this I am utterly convinced that the wisdom that we will 

discover will lead us to and keep us safely in our Catholic Church. 

And we will also discover that obedience to traditional Church 

teaching, regardless of how difficult it may seem now, will lead us 

safely to our Father’s home for all eternity where the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, and all the angels and saints, awaits us in heaven. 


