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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – 08/23/20 

“Jesus…asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 

is? 

Jesus posed this one question to his disciples in the gospel today 

and yet he got four different answers – “Some say John the 

Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

This isn’t so different than the answers one might expect to get 

today. Many people just don’t seem to know who Jesus really is. 

It almost seems as if there are as many different answers as there 

are people. 

Whether we know it or not, whether we like it or not, all of us 

have been steeped in the post-modern mindset – meaning that we 

struggle, to varying degrees, to define things clearly. 

Jesus is the way and the truth and the life and no one goes to the 

Father except through him. It’s that simple. 

He is not satisfied with allowing anyone to linger in ignorance of 

him or even to be confused if it can be helped. 

For sure every single baptized Catholic is on the hook for this 

one. We need to get it right. Any willful confusion is essentially a 

denial of the Incarnation – a rejection of Jesus. 

Jesus made this quite clear to his disciples when he changed the 

question. He said, “But who do you say that I am?” 
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And Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.” 

It’s a question that each one of us must answer. It’s a question 

that each one of us must get right. There is no getting around it. 

So who does the Church say that Jesus is?  

The old Baltimore Catechism has a very simple definition: “Jesus 

Christ is the Son of God, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, 

true God and true man.” We also learn from the same source that 

Christ suffered and died for our sins. 

The current Catechism of the Catholic Church says all of the 

above but adds the passage we read from the gospel today; “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And then concludes 

with, “On the rock of this faith confessed by St. Peter, Christ built 

his Church.” We also learn, as in the Baltimore Catechism just in a 

little more detail, that Christ suffered and died for our sins. 

Professional theologians, which does not include you or me, can 

try to nuance who Jesus is and what it means to die for us because 

it is a very complex reality. But for the rest of us all we need to 

know is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the second Person of 

the Blessed Trinity, true God and true man and he suffered and 

died for our sins (period). 

However, once we acknowledge this then we need to fully realize 

what it means to our lives. 
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Again, as Catholics this is particularly important to us. 

Right after St. Peter made his bold proclamation of faith in Christ, 

the Son of the Living God, Jesus said to him, “I will give you the 

keys to the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth shall 

be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed in heaven.” 

Every pope, as Christ’s representative on earth and as head of the 

Universal Church, is the caretaker of the keys to the kingdom of 

heaven. 

He is tasked with handing on the perennial teachings of the 

Church – nothing more and nothing less.  

He may offer nuance and deeper insight into those teachings but 

nobody can ever depart from the original intent. If he does this he 

faithfully holds the keys to the kingdom. 

Regardless, as long as we remember that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, true God and true 

man, that he suffered and died for our sins, that he established his 

Catholic Church for our salvation and we try our best to live 

accordingly, when we stand before Jesus at our judgment and he 

asks us, “Who do you say that I am?” We will not waver even for 

a moment and we will inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

 

 


