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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time – 08/22/21 

Joshua addressed all the people: If it does not please you serve 

the Lord, decide today whom you will serve, the God of your 

fathers or the gods in whose country you are now dwelling. As 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. 

And the people answered in unison: “Far be it from us to 

forsake the Lord for the service of other gods…Therefore we 

also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 

The Church is posing this very same question to each one of us 

today that Joshua posed to the Israelites at Shechem. 

We are living in a country that promotes values that fly in the 

face of our Traditional Catholic faith so we must reaffirm our 

decision to serve the Lord. We cannot sit on the sidelines 

hoping that God will somehow not see. 

Are we going to serve the God of our forefathers – our 

grandparents and great grandparents, the men and women 

who built this church in order to carry on the traditions of their 

Catholic ancestors – or are we going to depart from them and 

forsake the Faith that they held so dear? 

We have reached a critical turning point in our world and we 

must decide whom we will serve, the God of our fathers or the 

gods in whose country we are now dwelling? 
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Jesus will not allow us to become complacent. 

In the gospel today, Jesus’ disciples had reached a critical point 

in their journey with him and he challenged them to new 

heights. 

Jesus had been telling them about his precious body and blood 

which would be given up for them. 

He told them that his body is real food and his blood is real 

drink. 

Naturally, this was a very difficult thing for all them to hear. 

They couldn’t possibly have understood what he was saying. 

As we heard, “Many of Jesus’ disciples who were listening said, 

this saying is hard, who can accept it…As a result of this, many 

of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no 

longer accompanied him.” 

This is John Chapter 6 verse 66 – 666 – the mark of the beast. 

And again I quote, “As a result of this, many of his disciples 

returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied 

him.” They turned their backs on the only one who could save 

them. They turned their backs on life itself. 
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Jesus won’t coddle anyone. On the contrary, he challenges us in 

ways that are often quite surprising and even at times very 

painful. 

Jesus, through his Church, is asking us the very same question 

that he posed to his followers in the gospel today. 

“Jesus said to the twelve, ‘Do you also want to leave?’” 

Just because we are here physically doesn’t necessarily mean 

that we are 100% with Jesus. We always have more to give. 

Jesus is offering us everything – his very Divine Lifeblood – the 

promise of eternal life but he won’t settle for anything less than 

everything from us in return. 

Today, when we approach the altar for Holy Communion 

remember Jesus is giving each one of us, not just a piece of 

himself, but all of himself in the Blessed Sacrament. 

We must do our best to respond is kind. 

Think about what we are going to say before Holy Communion: 

“Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof but 

only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” 

When Jesus enters under our roof today let’s say with Joshua, 

“As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” because 

in the wisdom of Saint Peter, to whom else is there to go. 


