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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 02-09-2020 

We have celebrated some joyous feasts over the past few 

weeks – Christmas, Holy Family, Mary, Mother of God, 

Epiphany, Baptism of the Lord and the Presentation. 

Yet even in the midst of all these festive celebrations the 

Church doesn’t want us forget that the little baby Jesus was 

born to die so that we could live. 

For this reason we are on the verge of a liturgical change as 

we quickly approach Lent. 

Today is Septuagesima Sunday. 

This week and the following two weeks before Ash 

Wednesday were especially noted in the past as days of 

intensifying penitential preparation for the increased rigors of 

Lent. 

In fact, these weeks – Septuagesima, Sexagesima and 

Quinquagesima Sunday – were referred to as pre-Lent. 

The names simply mean 70 days, 60 days and 50 days – the 

number of days until Easter. 

Saint Paul’s letter to the Corinthians today reminds us as it 

did the people of Corinth in his day what is really important 

in the life of a Christian. 
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He wrote, “When I came to you brothers and sisters, 

proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with 

sublimity of words or of wisdom. For I resolved to know 

nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and him 

crucified.” 

Septuagesima Sunday, today, is a good time to begin at least 

some mental preparation for Lent.  

Taking time every day to meditate on the crucifix might be 

the very best thing we can do in a world so obsessed with 

comfort. 

For this reason we must display the crucifix in every Catholic 

Church. Every home, which is a domestic church, should 

hang crucifixes on the walls and we should carry a rosary in 

our pockets all the time. 

Like Saint Paul, we too should be resolved to know nothing 

except Jesus Christ, and him crucified and the crucifix is the 

perfect reminder. 

The crucifix is the wisdom of God. The crucifix draws people 

to Christ while at the same time it drives demons far away. 

Let’s resolve to make this Lent one for the ages. Let’s resolve 

to know nothing except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

 


