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Fifth Sunday of Lent – 03/21/21 

“Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” What does it 

mean to be in the flesh? It certainly doesn’t have anything to do 

with how we are created. 

Our bodies are very good. God said so. And the flesh that holds it 

all together is as perfect as we could ever hope for in this life. 

Furthermore, the way we cooperate with God’s plan in bringing 

new life into the world is also quite wonderful and holy. 

If the flesh were so bad, Ezekiel would not have prophesied about 

the Lord opening the graves of his people and raising them from 

the dead. And even more specifically, Jesus certainly would not 

have raised Lazarus from the dead as we heard in the gospel 

today if the flesh were that bad. 

So what does it really mean to be in the flesh? 

Several years ago I helped out at a penance service in Sandusky 

and Fr. Bob Schikora told a story that he had heard from Fr. John 

Ricardo about a little village in the north of Spain.  

This little hamlet was located in a mountainous region and was 

quite insulated from the rest of the world outside. Rarely did they 

have any visitors but if they did they would typically just pass 

through and stay for a day or two at most. 

But on this occasion a family arrived and showed no signs of 

leaving any time soon. This made the locals quite uncomfortable. 
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And then there was an emergency in the village. One of the locals 

got very sick and no one could help them. So the mother of the 

outsiders came to the villagers’ assistance and, having been 

trained as a doctor, was able to bring healing to them. 

But still they were not fully accepted by all of the townspeople 

although many began to warm up to them. 

Then there was another incident in which another member of the 

family was able to offer his own expertise to save the day. 

Finally, most of the locals warmed up to the family and 

eventually took them into their friendship and embraced them as 

full-fledged members of the community. Consequently, the 

family began to open up to the community as well. 

At one point they revealed to some of the villagers that there had 

been a coup in the capital and they had been forced to flee since 

they were a high ranking family in the service of the king and 

were currently being hunted as enemies of the state. 

Within two days the military arrived and arrested the entire 

family who were taken back to the capital and executed. 

Do you know who turned them in? It was the mayor of the little 

hamlet. 

Relative to his fellow citizens, he enjoyed more of the comforts of 

life and the esteem of the locals. However, when that began to 

wane his true colors showed itself. 
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In the gospel today, we heard that many of the Jews who had 

seen what Jesus had done began to believe in him. 

For the most part it was the scribes and the Pharisees who 

enjoyed all the comforts of life and the esteem of the Hebrew 

people who were the biggest opponents of Jesus. 

When we cater too much to the comforts that this world has to 

offer and the body naturally craves we are at risk of “being in the 

flesh” and of course then becoming displeasing God. 

The trappings are abundant and the temptations are the same for 

everyone. Lent is a time of vigilance to keep our cravings in 

check. But if you are like me and feel like you haven’t done all 

you could thus far it isn’t over yet. 

If anyone thinks they have failed miserably this Lent then they 

can always start anew.  

At baptism we were reborn in Christ and His Spirit came to dwell 

in us. Because of this we have an immense capacity to do amazing 

things in this life and beyond. 

As Saint Paul said in his Letter to the Romans: “If the Spirit of the 

one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the One who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 

also, through his Spirit dwelling in you.” 

For sure we can’t be pleasing to God in the flesh but in the body 

we can be very pleasing to him in this life and in the life to come. 


