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Thirty-first Week in Ordinary Time – 10-31-2021 

“One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, which is the first 

of all the commandments? Jesus replied, the first is this: Hear, O 

Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Is this what we are striving for in our lives? It is possible or Jesus 

wouldn’t have suggested it. Therefore, we need to aim for this 

level of perfection. But, unfortunately, most of us probably won’t 

even love ourselves properly by the end of our lives let alone God 

and neighbor. 

So if human beings have such great difficulty fulfilling these two 

primary commandments why would anyone think that when a 

person dies they automatically go straight to heaven? This would 

actually be a very, very rare occurrence. 

Everyone going straight to heaven after death has never been the 

teaching of the Catholic Church. And we can thank God for this 

because if at the end of life it were simply an “either/or 

proposition” – heaven or hell – very few people would be ready 

for heaven. 

From the very first book of the New Testament to the last, 

Scripture is very clear. St. Matthew tells us that we will make an 

accounting of every idle word on judgment day (12:36) and we 
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will not be released until we have paid the last penny. The Book 

of Revelation is even clearer; “Nothing unclean shall enter heaven 

(21:27).” 

But God has made every single person for heaven – not for hell – 

so what is the solution? It’s the same as it has always been – 

purgatory. 

I’m not going to elaborate much on purgatory today. Suffice it to 

say that it is a place between the earth and heaven where the 

faithful departed desire to go to finish the purification that was 

meant to have been completed during their lives here on earth 

but wasn’t. 

Everyone is given sufficient grace in life to be made immediately 

ready for heaven when they die.  

Uniting ourselves to Christ in all things by loving the Lord our 

God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and our neighbor 

as our very own self in the midst of life’s trials is meant to enable 

us go directly to heaven when we die.  

But the person, the saint, who achieves this is truly rare. 

However, knowing this affords us a great opportunity to pray for 

our loved ones who have died and may still be in purgatory. 

These poor souls, what we refer to as the Church suffering, can 

do nothing to alleviate their pain – a pain that is primarily 
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brought about by their longing to be with the God whom they are 

not yet able to see because they are not yet purified enough. 

So we, the Church Militant, can help them get out of purgatory 

faster than they otherwise would. 

Jesus does not want these souls in purgatory – he wants them in 

heaven but his mercy demands it and he is waiting for our 

prayers on their behalf. 

Praying for the poor souls showers down grace from heaven and 

moves us to even greater heights of holiness and then the souls 

that are released from purgatory because of our prayers have a 

special friendship toward us which also brings even more grace 

for a holy life. 

“One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, which is the first 

of all the commandments? Jesus replied, the first is this: Hear, O 

Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Our neighbors, our loved ones, may be suffering in purgatory 

right now so let’s not forget them by assuming they are already 

reigning in heaven. Let’s pray for them and, at the same time, 

fulfill the commandments of love of God and love of neighbor. 


