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Jesus didn’t have to die for us. He could have chosen any number of 

other ways to save us. 

The fact is he didn’t even have to save us. God does not have to do 

anything but he acts out of love. 

He created us out of Love. He certainly didn’t have to. 

I wonder how generous a married couple would be if they knew 

before they had children that five of the ten would hate them enough 

to kill them…and would ultimately kill them if they had them. 

Imagine that?  

How could anyone read the Prophet Isaiah and not come away with 

the realization that, if this prophecy is true then it must find its 

definitive fulfillment in the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

But a lot of people don’t believe it and that’s between them and God. 

As the Prophet Isaiah said, “Through his suffering, my servant shall 

justify many, not all but many, and their guilt he shall bear.” 

Every single human being who was, who is and who will be has been 

redeemed by the blood of Christ. 

However, not everyone redeemed will necessarily be saved.  

If we do not respond to the grace that is continuously flowing from 

the Blood of the Lamb then we won’t receive it and if we don’t receive 

it how can we be saved? 



But if we do respond then we will be among the many justified by the 

Blood of Christ and he will bear our guilt. 

Now as Catholics, it is uniquely here at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

that time a space collapse and we are truly made present to the one 

sacrifice of the Son of God on Calvary.  

It is only at Mass that we are, without a doubt, made partakers in the 

Blood of the Lamb. 

At the words of consecration, the priest takes the chalice and says, 

“Take this, all of you, and drink from it, for this is the Chalice of my 

Blood, the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, which will be 

poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins – for 

many…not for all. 

How do we make sense of this? Jesus’ sacrifice was made once for all 

and everyone is invited to partake of the Precious Blood. 

However, not everyone chooses to become Catholic so that they can 

legitimately join in the Eucharistic Feast. 

We, as baptized Catholics, are certainly among “the many” for whom 

Jesus shed his precious blood because we actually receive his precious 

blood at Mass. But we must be careful not to receive this gift 

unworthily. 

“Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 

world, happy are those called to the supper of the Lamb.” Now listen 

to the response: “Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 

my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.” 



A simple recognition of our unworthiness is the greatest step we can 

take to prepare for a worthy reception of the precious Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Today when we say ‘Amen’ at Holy Communion let’s remember what 

it cost our savior to redeem us and as we heard in the second reading 

to the Hebrews, “Let us confidently approach the throne of grace to 

receive mercy and to find grace for timely help. 

And may we never be judged to have taken this Sacrament of God’s 

Love lightly. 


