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Thirty-second Week in Ordinary Time – 11-02-2021 

We heard in the gospel today that a poor widow came and 

put two small coins in the treasury worth only a few cents. 

And then we heard Jesus praise her for her great sacrifice. “I 

say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the other 

contributors…for they have all contributed from their 

surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has contributed 

all she had, her whole livelihood.” 

This story isn’t about the money. It’s about trust. Jesus 

wants us to entrust everything that we have to him but he 

won’t force anyone. 

Someone once referred to Jesus as the perfect gentleman. He 

won’t barge in uninvited. 

According to St. Teresa of Jesus, “God does not force 

anyone, He takes what we give Him; but He does not give 

Himself wholly to us, until we give ourselves wholly to 

Him (Way, 28).”  

When I was going through my own conversion back in 1999 

I remember asking my spiritual director and confessor at 

the time, Fr. Jay Kersten, “What is it that God want from 
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me?” And he responded, “Everything! He wants 

everything!” Those words have stuck with me to this very 

day. 

That’s what God wants from each and every one of us – 

everything – because he is trying to prepare us for anything 

that may come our way. 

Jesus is attempting to arm us for battle but first we need to 

be disarmed of everything that is not from him. 

Each one of us will ultimately face the greatest battle of our 

lives – life or death – heaven or hell – the battle for our 

souls. The greatest battle we will ever have to wage and 

there is no escaping this one. 

Are we holding anything back? There is no sitting on the 

sidelines waiting to see what will happen. There is no 

appeasement with this enemy. We must make a decision 

now because we never know when tomorrow will be too 

late. 

One of the best means by which can disarm ourselves from 

that which is contrary to God is the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 

The Confessional is the place where we bring our poverty to 

the Lord, put all our trust in Jesus and give him all we have. 


