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Divine Mercy Sunday – 04/11/2021 

A little after one o’clock today/yesterday I was just wrapping up 

my homily when all of the sudden my computer went haywire 

and locked up. 

I forced a shut down and when I tried to get back in the screen 

was blank. All I could see was the cursor. 

For some reason I hadn’t backed up my homily on my thumb 

drive, which was very unusual, so I had nothing…I lost it 

all…including the energy to write another homily. 

So I’m just going to tell you the story of the first two recipients of 

Jesus’ Divine Mercy which occurred on Calvary over two 

thousand years ago. 

Of course almost everyone knows the story of the good thief. 

He has been described as the greatest thief of all time…because at 

the very last minute of his life, a life probably not very well spent, 

he stole heaven. 

He humbly said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.” And Jesus said to him in reply, “Amen, I say to you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday. Jesus said to Saint Faustina, 

“Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite 
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this chaplet only once, he would receive grace from my infinite 

mercy.” 

If this is what our Lord wishes to give to a most hardened sinner, 

if this is what he gave to the good thief on Calvary, what must He 

wish to give to his faithful sons and daughters of the Church 

regardless of how sinful we might be? 

And then there is the lesser known story of the Roman centurion, 

Longinus. Thankfully a friend of mine had just shared with me 

his personal reflection on Longinus just a few hours before my 

computer malfunction. Longinus was the centurion standing at 

the foot of the cross when Jesus breathed his last. 

He was the one ordered to thrust his lance into the side of Jesus 

and pierce his Sacred Heart to make sure that He had actually 

died. 

Most people don’t know that this centurion was blind in one eye. 

When he pierced Jesus’ heart and the blood and water flowed out 

Longinus was showered in his blood and immediately he 

regained his sight. 

But the greatest miracle of all was the conversion that took place 

in his own heart. 

He became a devoted disciple of the Lord and consequently he is 

honored as a saint in the Catholic Church to this very day. 
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The good thief didn’t steal heaven and Saint Longinus didn’t 

force his way in by piercing Jesus Sacred Heart. 

It was Jesus who robbed the devil of his power over us at the 

crucifixion. It was Jesus who forced open the gates of heaven so 

that we might enter. 

So what do we need to do to receive Jesus’ Divine Mercy? 

This is what Jesus told Saint Faustina. “On one occasion, I heard 

these words: My daughter, tell the whole world about My 

Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 

and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that 

day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 

whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount 

of My mercy.” 

And here is the key: “The soul that will go to Confession and 

receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of 

sins and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates 

through which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw 

near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet…The Feast of Mercy 

emerged from My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that 

it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 

Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My 

Mercy.” 

So I guess we can say that it was actually Jesus who stole heaven 

from the devil for all of us provided we humbly do what he asks. 


