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Twenty-eighth Week in Ordinary Time – 10-10-2021 

“I prayed and prudence was given me; I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came 

to me.” 

Prudence is by no means the most popular virtue in our world today. In fact it’s 

regularly mocked and ridiculed throughout pop culture. Wisdom, on the other 

hand, is more popular on the surface but I suspect very few people really know 

what it is. 

I wonder how many people actually take the time to pray for these two beautiful 

and uniquely related virtues? 

Unfortunately, I’m guessing not many. Just look at how many people have left 

the Catholic Church in recent years. 

If people were praying for true prudence and authentic wisdom there is no way 

anyone would ever leave the Catholic Church because they would know it is the 

perfection of religion. 

I don’t say this lightly. As a matter of fact I’m going to do my best to explain 

what I mean right now. 

Human beings are social creatures and we have an innate desire to create 

societies that are just. The notion of justice may vary from culture to culture but 

we all strive for some form of justice. 

Religion is interesting because it is related to justice. So I’m going to begin with 

the concept of justice in the natural order and then I’ll make my way to religion. 

The philosophical definition of justice is to give to another what is due him. In 

other words, if I ask someone to mow my lawn and we agree on a just 

compensation, I’m obligated to pay him upon completion of the job. Doing so 

keeps the scales of justice balanced. 
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Now let’s think for moment in terms of injustice. If I commit an offense against 

another person – a violation of their rights – like assault, the scales of justice are 

put out of balance and there will likely be consequences. Depending on the 

severity of the offense it may only require a simple apology. Although if it’s 

serious enough I may pay a fine and I might even spend a little time behind bars 

– all this in order to put the scales of justice back in balance. 

This is how it works between created human beings. Human beings are created 

equal to one another so we can find ways to reestablish justice in society after an 

injustice has occurred. 

Now let’s shift gears a bit and think about what would happen if a creature 

sinned against his Creator. How could a finite creature repay His infinite Creator 

if His rights were violated? What could we give to God to make amends? 

Think about the simple story of Adam and Eve. If God says don’t eat the apple 

then we shouldn’t eat the apple. To eat the apple would be an injustice toward 

God – a violation of His rights as Creator – He makes the rules. We’re supposed 

to follow them. 

But we didn’t and we all sin. So how can a human being fix that? What do we 

have that we can give to God that he didn’t first give us? 

According to the old Baltimore Catechism, we were made to know God, to love 

God and to serve God in order to be with him for all eternity in the life to come. 

There is no mention of making atonement for sin. Human beings were not made 

to sin. Sin is our own creation and even the smallest sin against God’s commands 

is infinitely grave and no human being is capable of fixing it – not me or you, not 

Saint Philomena, Saint Joseph nor even the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

But human beings did sin so it was up to us to fix the impossible. We were 

between a rock and a hard place with no way out. For us it was impossible, but 

not for God. All things are possible for God. 
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That’s where Jesus stepped in. In the fullness of time the Second Person of the 

Most Holy Trinity was born of the virgin and became man without losing his 

Divinity – fully human and fully Divine. He assumed our human nature so that 

in his human nature he could pay the penalty for our sins. 

He was born to die in order to put the supernatural scales of justice, which were 

infinitely out of whack, back in balance. 

This is exactly what he did at the Last Supper which culminated with his 

sacrifice on Calvary. He offered the perfect gift to the Father. He died in his 

human nature but offered the sacrifice to the Father in his Divine nature.  

So how is religion related to justice? If justice is to give to the other what is due 

him then religion is to give to God what is due him, which is exactly what Jesus 

Christ did when he offered his life on the cross. 

Catholicism is the religion of the God/man because it is the religion of Jesus 

Christ. And when we unite ourselves to Jesus’ offering on Calvary we too are 

practicing perfect religion. 

This is what happens every time we come to Mass. The Mass is Calvary and we 

are mysteriously made present to his perfect sacrifice to the Father. 

It may have taken place in a bloody way two thousand years ago but it is 

brought to the present in an unbloodied way every time we come to Mass. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the perfection of religion and gives God the 

Father exactly what belongs to him – perfect worship. 

“I prayed and prudence was given me; I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came 

to me.” 

Let’s pray for these virtues so that no matter how bad things get in society and 

even in the Church we will never leave the perfect religion – the religion of the 

God/man, Jesus Christ. 


